OUTRO TO AGENT UNKNOWN 
by 
Robert J. Sodaro 


Hail and Farewell, 


This will be the final issue of Agent Unknown under the Renegade banner. The reason for this is simple, 
perhaps too simple. We didn't sell enough copies to warrant continuation. However, the reason(s) for that 
are a bit complex. 

As a regular contributor to the bi-monthly Amazing Heroes Preview Special | can tell you that there are 
some 800 titles that are being offered up to the comic buying public, from about 130 different publishers. 
Needless to say, many of the proposed series will never see the light of day, more of them will be 
cancelled before the announced plotlines have come to fruition (as with Agent Unknown), and some of the 
publishers themselves will go under. 

It's not too hard to figure out why. There are at least three reasons for this 1) too much product, 2) too 
few fans and, 3) not enough cash flow. While this may be far too simple a line of reasoning , think about 
it. 

1) "too much product:" This one's easy, | don't know of a single store that has the shelf space to carry 
all 800 titles (plus back stock and comic related items) much less have the cash necessary to purchase 
all of them. 

2) "too few fans:" Face it, we're a clique, a few thousand or so people who enjoy funnybooks. As many 
of us that there are, there are more people who don't read comics than do, and statistics tell us that the 
average reader lasts for about three years. I'm sure that most of these fans by-pass much of the 
product on the shelf for lack of a)interest, b) time, and c) cash. Which leads us to: 

3) "not enough cash flow:" | can't afford to buy all the comics that | would like to read as | have other 
obligations (ie: the rent, food, etc.) thus it is safe to assume that others don't either. 

Oh sure, perhaps we could have advertised more, or | could have hit all the summer conventions 
promoting the book, or any of a dozen other different things. But that too takes money. Perhaps if | were 
a full-time "name" funnybook writer, and | was working for one of the big three or four companies, | would 
have been able to have done this on the company's expense account, but I'm not and | don't (didn't). 

To be sure, | don't regret signing on with Deni and Renegade. My association has been pleasant and 
educational, and we part on good terms. While | am not very happy that my book was cancelled, that's 
the way these things go. Business is, after all, business, and Deni is publishing comics (and | am writing 
one) because she want's to make money (and so do l). Thus, since we weren't making enough, we decided 
to pack it in, and move on to other things. No regrets, all bills paid when the ship lifts. 

As for the future. | may be down, but don't count me out. | am currently pitching Agent Unknown to 
some other publishers in the hope of being able to continue my story. (Dell will of course remain as the 
artist, and, assuming Diane can fit us into her schedule, she too will remain on as letterer.) If, however, | 
am unable to place Agent Unknown with a new publisher, | have some other series ideas waiting in the 
wings. I've had my first taste of comic book publishing, and I'm not about to quit. I've been reading comics 
for more than 25 years, and writing professionally for just over 10, so it's a sure bet that I'm going to 
continue to do both, for quite some time to come. 


As always, 


Robert J. 
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